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Court Appointed Special Advocates of Cook County (CASA) is a non-profit organization dedicated to 
improving the lives of children in foster care throughout Cook County.  By advocating for children who 
have experienced abuse or neglect, our volunteers give them a voice and a chance for a better life. 

2018 ANNUAL
REPORT



A YEAR OF WORKING DIFFERENTLY 
FOR STRONGER OUTCOMES

2018 was a year of growth and expansion driven by our ambitious goals that were focused on securing 
resources needed for much greater impact in helping children who have experienced abuse or neglect.  
We are proud of our success this year!

Over 1,000 children in Cook County were gifted quality toys through CASA of Cook County’s partnership 
with the toy industry.  This year marked the fourth year that CASA of Cook County collaborated with 
the Toy Industry Foundation to put together “Play Your Part Chicago,” an event in which children in 
Cook County’s foster care system are not only gifted toys, but also experience a day at Guaranteed Rate 
Field.  Furthermore, we were able to provide a CASA Advocate for 325 children.  Out of the 325 children 
served, 129 were new children never served by CASA of Cook County.  Most importantly, we successfully 
helped children achieve permanency by closing out 62 children in 2018.  Of the 62 children closed in 
2018, 68% were returned home to a natural parent, legal guardian or adopted.  Helping children achieve 
permanency in a convoluted and lengthy court process is a major accomplishment for our program.    

Our success would not have been possible without our donors, dedicated volunteer advocates and 
talented staff.  Our donors have generously given their time and resources and have financially 
supported CASA of Cook County to increase our reach by 6%.
Our volunteer advocates have donated countless hours to ensure that no child is left behind.  Their 
dedication and perseverance along with their commitment to advocate for the best interests of the 
child help to mitigate the many biases and injustices that children would ordinarily endure without an 
advocate. 

Our talented staff spent a total of 6,696 hours serving on complex cases in addition to the direct  
support they provide CASA advocates.  Staff zealously advocated for children in Cook County’s Juvenile 
Court by making 1,055 recommendations on their cases.  Out of the 1,055 recommendations made to 
Judges, 896 were accepted.  This accomplishment speaks positively of the staff and the program’s 
credibility and the value placed on CASA’s work among the Cook County Juvenile Judges.  

The future of our organization is filled with tremendous opportunities.  We will continue to focus on the 
need of children we serve.  We remain committed to enhancing our operations, expanding our donor 
base and increasing our ability to touch as many lives as possible of children in foster care that need our 
support!
 

Best regards, 

Lana Vukovljak       Bonita Carr, Ed.D.
Board President     Executive Director 

Lana Vukovljak Bonita Carr
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About the Children 
Our CASAs Serve



STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

Corporate 
Contributions 

$23,500

Foundations 

$208,637

Special Events 

$273,681

Government 
Grants 

$157,677

Individual 
Contributions 

$67,628



Highlights of 2018
Partnerships were a key focus throughout the year, as we view this as 
critical to our long-term strategy.  We saw excellent progress on this 
front. 

Partnerships
You’re probably familiar with one corporate partner in particular, 
as they are a household name. We’re honored to thank AT&T for 
partnering with us.  The angel tree project was huge success.  AT&T 
approached us with a generous offer to have 300 employees buy 
all of our current CASA children gifts for Christmas.  Each one of 
our children received two gifts of their choice.  

Kappa Alpha Theta (Epsilon Phi Chapter University of Chicago) is an 
international not-for-profit organization.  Their philanthropy is CASA.  
They have graciously partnered with us by hosting an annual fundraiser 
for us.  Theta women led the way in their fundraising efforts by raising 
over $100,000 for our organization in 2018. 

The Toy Industry Foundation have partnered with us over the past four 
years.  This partnership allows us to give thousands of toys to children 
who are in child protective services.  

Akerman Law Firm financial partnership has allowed us to give gift 
cards to youth who are aging out of the system and print volunteer 
training materials. 

Mitchell Gold & Bob Williams Chicago’s signature store partnered with 
us by hosting and underwriting our annual cocktail reception 
fundraiser to support CASA’s work and create awareness of the 
tremendous needs of children in foster care in Cook County.  This 
evening is filled with music, food, cocktails and auctions!
  



Like a bridge over troubled water, parents are a sustaining force 
that will carry their children through all of life’s storms.  But what 
happens when parents themselves need a bridge to successfully 
traverse the obstacles of life?  It is during such times that CASA 
steps in to be their bridge of support.

In 2018, CASA became a bridge in the life of a lady named 
Frances.  She was only 19 years old, and her 2-year-old son and 
6-year-old daughter had just been transferred into the custody of 
DCFS because she was unable to properly provide for the children.

Both children had medical needs; not major, but still medical 
needs that needed attention on a regular basis.  The children were 
returned home to their mother after a short time, but under an 
order of protection. The order of protection listed several services 
that the mother needed to complete. While it was clear that the 
mother loved her children and wanted to take care of them; she 
needed help to do it. She was still growing up herself. 
This proved to be difficult for the young mother because she had 
very few resources and very little family support and knowledge of 
how to navigate the system in which she and her children had been 
placed. 
A CASA volunteer named Tracey changed all of that. Tracey 
connected with the mother and the children right away. Tracey 
complemented the young mother on her strengths rather than the 
deficits the system had highlighted. 

The CASA visited regularly and checked in via phone or text 
frequently as well. The CASA helped the mother to become more 
organized, to find organizations to help young single mothers, a 
work program and even a housing advocate. The CASA provided 
excellent detailed court reports to the Court that gave a clear 
picture of progress.
Within 8 months of the CASA’s assignment to the case, the mother 
was found to be fit, willing and able to care for the children and the 
case was closed. There was a huge celebration in the courtroom 
that day. Lots of hugs and tears, even from the mother’s attorney 
and the Judge!
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success of our 2018 activities.  In doing so, we were able to 
demonstrate our commitment to our mission.
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