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CASA of Cook County 2011 Spirit Award

Honoring everyday heroes who defy odds, embrace, encourage and prepare children for life

Court Appointed Special Advocates of Cook County (CASA) invites you to participate in this self-nomination process to honor an individual or organization from the community who uniquely reflects and embodies the spirit of CASA.  For 25 years, CASA of Cook County CASA of Cook County has been working to diminish the challenges faced by children in foster care by recruiting, training and supervising community volunteers who advocate for the best interests of children in court.  CASA dedicates one volunteer advocate to champion one child; ensuring that the child's voice is present in court even if the child is not.

Everyday heroes are individuals and organizations who break through obstacles to make an impact in the lives of children.  This year CASA is excited to honor THREE award winners: a CASA volunteer Advocate; a local community star and a corporate leader who demonstrates innovation and inclusiveness to advocate for children.  Those who are aligned with CASA’s mission and make our community a better place by creating long term positive change for vulnerable children will be presented with the 2011 CASA Spirit Award on October 13, 2011 at CASA’s 25th Anniversary celebration.  If you fight for improvement in the lives of children and believe that all children deserve a safe and permanent home, then nominate yourself or someone else in the volunteer Advocate, community star and/or corporate leader category.

•
Complete the nomination form. 

•
Include a maximum two-page description of how the nominee’s involvement with youth aligns with CASA’s mission. 

•
Provide any additional supporting materials.

Nominations must be postmarked or emailed to spiritaward2011@casacookcounty.org 

by August 31, 2011 at 5:00 p.m.  The winner of CASA’s 2011 Spirit Award will be announced by September 9, 2011.

Recognition Award

The CASA volunteer Advocate and community star Spirit Award winners will be honored during CASA’s 25th Anniversary, Silver Lining… Then and Now event on October 13, 2011 at the Arts Club of Chicago 201 East Ontario Street, Chicago.  The winners’ attendance at the event is essential to demonstrate community spirit and unity in the fight to advocate for abused and children.   The winners will be notified by September 9 2011. To submit a nomination, fill out and return the information below. Each submission must be accompanied by a written summary that best highlights the nominee’s advocacy for youth. 


Section I:
The nominee is  a   
       ______ CASA volunteer Advocate        ______Community Star  
_____ Corporate Light
Submitted by 







Date 
 
If you are nominating someone other than yourself please provide your contact information in this 
shaded area 

Relationship to the nominee






Phone number
Email 


Address





City


State

Zip

Nominee contact information below:

Name of individual being nominated
Address 

City 








State

Zip 

Phone number 







Email

Section II:

Describe  how the nominee is able to manage work, youth advocacy, community affairs, etc. 

Section III:

Does the nominee have a Web site or any social media sites?

 _____Yes
_____No 
If yes, please provide the Web address and social media address: 
(Examples of social media are Myspace, Facebook, LinkedIn, etc.)

Section IV:

To demonstrate why you or someone you are nominating should be our 2011 spirit award winner. Provide examples for the following categories and provide any additional supporting materials or comments. Please limit your responses to  a maximum of two pages typewritten.

1.  Leaderrship – Ability to motivate and inspire youth to accomplish a specific goal or objective. Elaborate on any elements of risk dealt with in order to benefit children. 

2.  Initiative – Demonstrate the nominee’s ability to take charge by creating or developing a program, project, or activity that impacts the community and or specific children. Show personal commitment to seet results with determined effort. Explain how the nominee’s efforts benefit or improve the lives of underprivileged, abused, or neglected children.

3.  Creativity – Demonstrate how the nominee develops creative ways to accomplish the goals and objectives of safety of children, or finding permanent homes for foster children. Share vision for improvement.

4.  Dedication & Recognition– Show how others recognize or admire the nominee for the nominee’s commitment and advocacy for youth in their community. 
Mail completed nominations to: 

CASA of Cook County 
Community Spirit Award
910 W Van Buren St. #339 
Chicago, IL 60607

OR 

Via email at spiritaward2011@casacookcounty.org

Nominations must be postmarked by August 31, 2011.  The winner will be notified by September 9, 2011. 










